
New Building Update
We are on track to move into our new building in June and are currently awaiting
confirmation of the handover date. To facilitate the move, the school will need to
close for three days. I will share the exact dates with you as soon as they are
confirmed.

Once we relocate, our new entrance will be on Newgrove Avenue.

Miriam, Niall, and I recently had the opportunity to tour the building, and we were
very impressed. The classrooms are bright, spacious, and well-equipped with
ample storage. We are really looking forward to bringing everyone together under
one roof.
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A Message from the Principal



Whole School Evaluation Managing Leadership and Learning
We are thrilled with the findings of the report from the WSE. The report is a
reflection of the hard work and dedication of the staff of Shellybanks. The report
recognises that teaching and learning is very good and I am very proud of the
teachers. Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete a survey. 

Belong To Pilot Project
Last month, we were accredited as an LGBTQ+ inclusive school by Belong To, an
organisation that supports LGBTQ+ young people. Caitríona, Marianne, and I
attended the award ceremony, which was a very moving experience. It was
inspiring to hear about the positive impact inclusive schools can have on young
people.

This accreditation recognises the ongoing work in Shellybanks to ensure that all
children and adults feel safe, welcome, and respected. Inclusion remains a key
priority for us, and we are committed to continually improving in this area.

Staff
Maria and Róisín will be continuing their career breaks next year. Lisa will also be
taking a career break.

Reminders
School Closed 
4th May Bank Holiday 
29th May and 1st June June Bank Holiday 
9th June - Teacher training

Social Media 
If you love keeping up to date on what we are up to please follow us on Facebook
and Instagram for more regular updates. 

Aiveen

https://www.shellybanksetns.ie/about/inspectorate-report/
https://www.facebook.com/ShellybanksEducateTogether
https://www.instagram.com/shellybanks_etns/


Wellbeing Committee
The school’s Wellbeing Committee has been busy working on a project to enhance
calm spaces across our classrooms. These spaces are designed to give children a
quiet, safe area where they can take a moment to reset, manage their emotions,
and return to learning feeling more settled and focused.

Student voice has been a really important part of this project. The Student
Committee currently sourcing a range of regulation tools to support all pupils in
class. Our Student Wellbeing Representatives have been engaging with their
classmates to find out how they would like their calm spaces to look and feel. The
children have also been discussing which regulation tools they find most helpful
(for example fidgets, weighted blankets, black out tents or lava lamps). This
feedback has been invaluable in ensuring that each space reflects the needs and
preferences of the children who use them.

As we are still in the process of sourcing items, we are excited to see how the
finished calm spaces will look. The Student Wellbeing Representatives have been
really passionate about the wellbeing of the school and contributing to it in a
meaningful and positive way! 

Girls ‘Football Team
The girls’ football team has enjoyed fantastic matches against local schools over
the past few months. Playing in the sunshine has been a real highlight, with spirits
consistently high on the pitch. Impressively, the team took full responsibility for
organising the games themselves, even assigning captains to support and lead.
This was clearly reflected in their excellent teamwork and kindness throughout.
They have demonstrated outstanding cooperation and skill at every match. The
girls should be extremely proud of their efforts.

School News



Girls’ Basketball Team
On Tuesday, the 28th of May, the girls’ basketball team travelled to Balbriggan to
play in the cup semi-final. We got there using the Garda Community Bus and they
had prepared a playlist to get us in good spirits before the game. The team played
incredibly and showed so much skill throughout. Most importantly, they showed
great sportsmanship to each other and the opposing team. All their hard work this
year paid off as the final score was 58-22. Our highest scorer of the match was
Nina, who scored an amazing 14 points! The team celebrated with a quick ice-
cream on the green after the match. This is the first time Shellybanks has made it
to a cup final and we are so proud of the team! We are patiently waiting to hear
when it will be and hope to have lots of supporters there to cheer us on. Until then
we are going to keep training hard and being as prepared as possible for the final! 

Boys’ Basketball Team
This month, the boys’ basketball team played in the quarter-finals of the cup
against St. Oliver Plunkett Primary School. The day began with a long DART
journey all the way to Malahide, where we were warmly welcomed by our hosts.
Thank you to St. Oliver Plunkett for organising the match in their fantastic new hall
(we look forward to getting our own very soon!).

The team played really well, with one of our highest-scoring games and lots of
players getting on the scoresheet. It was a super close match the whole way
through, but unfortunately we lost by just three points, with a final score of 38 –
41. Even so, the team stayed positive and showed great resilience, and we’re all
really proud of how much we’ve improved this year. 

A big thank you to all the parents who helped out with the journeys.



Heritage Ireland Workshop in Fourth Class
On Friday April 17th, both Fourth Classes took part in a workshop learning about
the Great Famine. The classes were visited by Mary from Heritage in Schools and
were treated to the amazing story of resilience of the Irish people as they
struggled to survive in terrible conditions. Students were told the story of life in
Ireland during the Famine and questioned what life was like for children of their
age in the mid 1800’s, and explored how families and communities worked
together to tackle the changing environment they endured.

The children learned about how some Irish people began crocheting lace and
selling it to the wealthy. By developing this skill, communities were able to get by
and carry on in the years after the Famine.

After hearing this amazing story, students were then invited to try their hand at
crochet. There were many impressive creations made by the students, with some
being kept as bracelets and headbands afterwards! As well as crochet, students
also considered other experiences from the Famine. By building model
workhouses, students considered the conditions people lived in in those places.
An understanding of the public works completed by day labourers was gathered
through building Lego walls and roads.

Overall, both Fourth Classes had a great experience during the workshop. They
enjoyed themselves immensely while learning a lot about an important part of
Irish history!



Print Art Workshop in First and Second Classes
On Thursday the 24th April, both the First and Second Classes took part in a print
workshop run by the National Print Museum. The children engaged with the
process of printing and how they could create art and patterns using print. During
the workshop the children experimented with two different types of printing. They
first explored the creation of patterns, creating a pattern on a block using Lego.
They then applied the ink on top and then using the printing press created their
very own patterned prints. After this the children then explored using letters to
create their names. Again they learned the process of how to print a message onto
paper. They children learned that in order to print a message using the press they
needed to place the letters backwards on their paper. It was a really interesting
and fun workshop, one that the First and Second thoroughly enjoyed. 



Orlaith’s Third Class
Orlaith’s Third Class have been busy going green this month! Last Friday, the
students spoke at an assembly about Earth Day and informed the school about
the small changes we can all make to help the environment. Back in the classroom,
the students brainstormed their own ways to be more sustainable, such as re-
using scrap paper, taking better care of their belongings, and ensuring windows
are closed before turning on the radiators. To help remind each other, they
worked in groups to create posters using recycled paper and hung them around
the classroom. 

In Science, students explored the impact of pollution and the greenhouse effect.
They used jars and cling film to simulate the Earth’s atmosphere, testing how
temperatures rise when hot air is trapped. They also investigated the effects of
water pollution by comparing how plants grew in clean versus "polluted" water.
Third Class are now true environmental experts and are looking forward to
keeping up the good work for the rest of the year! 

Class News



Aisling’s Junior Infants
Aisling’s Junior Infants have been having great fun over the past few weeks as we
have been learning all about families. Our birthday party role-play area has been a
big hit, with lots of puppet shows, birthday treats, and dress-up fun happening
every day.

In Small World, the children have loved playing with the different figurines in the
house and creating their own little family stories. We’ve also been very busy in the
sand making “birthday cakes,” while in construction we’ve been building some
amazing birthday presents. For art, we explored clay and made our own cupcakes,
they look good enough to eat!

We have also been working hard on our letter sounds during station time, using
lots of hands-on and multi-sensory activities. The children are really enjoying it.
We have started orienteering in PE as part of our Outdoor and Adventure
activities, and the children have been having great fun finding and matching the
correct pictures.

There’s lots of excitement in the classroom at the moment as our caterpillars are
nearly ready to come out of their cocoons and turn into butterflies. We can’t wait
to see them!
We’ve been making the most of the lovely weather. Our teddy bears’ picnic
outside last week was definitely a highlight and everyone had a brilliant time.



Library Fundraiser
Last Sunday, Marc took part in the Madrid Marathon to raise money for resources
for our School Library in our new building. Many thanks to the amazing support
and generosity of our School Community, a total of €2,360.00 has been raised.
Thank you so much! We are looking forward to filling our new Library with
wonderful resources.

Shellybanks ETNS Morning Club: 4th May - 29th May 
 

Morning Club takes place in different classrooms around the school. Each
morning, please check the sign on the Seafort Avenue doors to find out which
room it’s in for that day. Please knock the door on arrival and a morning club staff
member will let you in. We offer a variety of games and resources to keep children
engaged and entertained.

 
When: 8:00 am to 8:45 am (Every Day school is open)
Where: Downstairs in the main school building or one of the outside classrooms. 
Entrance: Doors on the Seafort Avenue side of the building not the main reception
door
Cost: 5 euro per child per day in an envelope with the child’s name and dates
attending Request a place: Sign up by clicking on the link here.  Choose the days
that you would like to avail of the service
One off days: email morningclub@shellybanksetns.ie to book a place and bring
the money on the day
How: Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis
 
Morning Club Team,
Aileen, Aisling, Jen, Lauren and Mary

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFiMbPmfwQ2kTPxHCV7q8nRnLUesmrYk_J1k1xacK2VZ_D3Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFiMbPmfwQ2kTPxHCV7q8nRnLUesmrYk_J1k1xacK2VZ_D3Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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