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Local Initiatives

The whole school was very busy this month preparing for our first ever art exhibition. The children are
very excited to have their work exhibited for everyone to see. The exhibition opens on Friday 9th
February in Sandymount Community Centre. We hope to see as many of you there as possible. Rachel
has more details below.  

The senior classes have started weekly PE lessons in Lansdowne Football Club (formerly YMCA). The
club has a new astro pitch and can facilitate four classes at a time. A big thank you to parent Will
Keating who has worked closely with us and Lansdowne Football Club to get this initiative going. The
feedback from the children has been hugely positive and we hope to develop further opportunities to
make use of the grounds. 

School Closures

The school will close for the February bank holiday on Monday 5th February.
The school will be closed for the mid-term break on Thursday 15th February and Friday 16th February.
The school will close at 1pm for all children on Tuesday 27th February for staff training.

School Photos 

School photos are on Wednesday. 

Basketball - Jersey Sponsorship 

Children from the senior classes are partaking in the Primary Basketball League run by Basketball
Ireland and have been working hard to represent Shellybanks. The teams have been showing great
skill, enthusiasm and sportsmanship. We are hoping to get a set of jerseys for both teams and we are
looking for a company or business to sponsor the jerseys for us. If you would be interested please get
in contact with Lisa - lisa@shellybanksetns.ie

Social Media 

If you love keeping up to date on what we are up to please follow us on Facebook, and Instagram for
more regular updates. 

A Message from the Principal

Aiveen

https://www.facebook.com/ShellybanksEducateTogether
https://www.instagram.com/shellybanks_etns/
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Learn Together

This term we are focusing on the Belief System of Sikhism. Sikhs believe in one God who guides and
protects them. They believe everyone is equal before God. Sikhs believe that your actions are
important and you should lead a good life. Over the course of the term, we will be diving more deeply
into this topic. We are very lucky to have access to the local Gurdwara here in Sandymount and we will
be visiting and speaking to those that practise the Sikh faith to see what we can learn about this
religion from those who know it best! 

Green Schools Committee

This year the Green Schools Committee are working towards achieving our Transport Flag. To help us
out with our research we would greatly appreciate it if families could complete our Transport Survey.
The committee are looking forward to planning ways that Shellybanks can reduce our harmful
emissions.

School Football Team

Last Thursday was spent watching our future Katie McCabes and Evan Fergusons! The school football
team had our annual football team tryouts for students from 5th and 6th class. To say the standard
was incredibly high would be an understatement and we saw so many brilliant skills and determination
on show. This has made our task all the more difficult as squad numbers are limited! Our 4th and 5th
class students have also shown us that future years for Shellybanks F.C. will be very bright indeed!

Well done to all the children who came out and played a central part in really high quality football being
displayed!

School News

https://forms.gle/b4nLNnGmZ9pLRDFC8
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Shellybanks ETNS Art Exhibition

Shellybanks ETNS would like to invite you to our public exhibition opening night on Friday, 9th February
2024, 5pm-7:00pm.

The students of Shellybanks are excited to announce our upcoming art exhibition based on the theme
of "Friendship" in Sandymount Community Centre. This child-led exhibition is inspired by responses to
the question "What does being a Shellybanks citizen mean to you?". The children are currently creating
artwork responding to the theme of "Friendship" using a variety of media.

Location: Sandymount Community Centre, Newbridge Avenue, Sandymount.
Duration: 9th February - 29th February. Please see Sandymount Community Centre website for daily
opening hours.
Opening night information: Friday, 9th February 2024. All are welcome to pop by between 5pm-
7:00pm (last admission at 6:45pm). 

We are staggering the times of the event to manage the number of people at the centre at any given
time. Families and friends of the junior classes are welcome between 5pm - 6pm and of the senior
classes between 6pm - 6:45pm.

Shellybanks Runamuck Fundraiser
An intrepid and possibly foolhardy team of staff and parents will be taking on the Runamuck Challenge
on Saturday the 2nd of March in the Coolcarrigan Estate in Co. Kildare. Over five gruelling kilometres of
muck, obstacles and freezing water, these brave souls will run, wade, laugh and possibly cry; all while
raising funds for our school. 

Unfortunately, we did not receive any additional 
funding for digital learning from the Department 
of Education this year. We are hoping to raise 
the funds to replace one of our older interactive 
whiteboards which will cost approximately €4,000. 
If you would like to join the team, there may still 
be a few places available; email 
niall@shellybanksetns.ie for more details. If 
spending your Saturday trudging through mud 
does not sound like fun to you, the good news is 
that you can still support the fundraiser by donating 
here. 

School News

https://sandymountcommunitycentre.ie/current-activities-and-events/
mailto:niall@shellybanksetns.ie
https://gofund.me/fa1d4b23
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Niamh’s Junior Infants

We have been having a great time here in Junior Infants since returning to school after the Winter
break. Our Aistear topic is Space and this class is so knowledgeable already! 

In our role play, we have been wearing costumes and exploring space, making use of the gadgets and
resources and using the vocabulary that we learned during our lessons. Our favourite song about
space is the planet song and because we listen to it everyday, we know that there are eight planets in
our solar system and what interesting characteristics they have. 

For homework, we made planets from various materials and brought them in to show the class. It was
really fun to see where everyone's imagination takes them. 

Finally in Literacy, we met our phonics/word monster this month. Our word monster gets really hungry,
but we can only feed him words that begin with a letter we have covered so far in our literacy lessons.
For example, this week we have been doing the letter ‘D’. We have been feeding the monster
doughnuts, doors, desks, donkeys and all sorts. But when we made a mistake and fed him an elephant,
he wasn’t happy and it made him really sick! 

Lisa’s Sixth Class

Sixth Class have been very busy at work since coming back in the New Year. In Maths, we have been
focusing on fractions. We have been exploring how to add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions. We
have continued with our novel “The Girl of Ink and Stars” and have been engulfed by its exciting
narrative. In Visual Arts, we created scratch art fireworks and have been working on our friendship
artworks for the upcoming gallery exhibition. The most exciting activity we’ve done since returning was
going to see the musical “Oliver!” performed by Sandymount Park ETSS. We were blown away by the
entire production. The sets and costumes were brilliant and the performers themselves were
outstanding. We were very grateful to have had the chance to go and see some future stars in action. 

Class News
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Winter Market

The Winter Market was a great success. The children raised €450 that was donated to the Make a Wish
foundation. Thank you to everyone who came to show support to the children and help raise money
for that amazing cause.

Shellybanks ETNS Morning Club

When: 8:00 am to 8:45 am (Monday to Friday)
Where: Downstairs in the main school building
Entrance: Through the fire doors on the Seafort Avenue side of the building
Cost: 5 euro per child per day
Payment: Cash, in an envelope with the child’s name (payment in advance for the month)
Request a place: Sign up by clicking on the link, February Google Form (Choose the days that you
would like to avail of the service)
One off days: email morningclub@shellybanksetns.ie to book a place and bring the money on the day
How: Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis
Who: Maura, Jen, Aileen, Katie

Coffee mornings: Happy 2024 and welcome back! Our coffee mornings are up and running and our
first one of the year will take place on Thursday January 25th. For those new to the school, coffee
mornings take place on the last Thursday of every month just after drop off. It's a great way to meet
others from our Shellybanks community so please drop by!

School Gardening Leader: Inspire the next generation of gardeners! The school is looking for
someone to help with the school garden. The person will work along side one class to help them learn
about different plants and seasonal gardening tasks approx one afternoon a month. Starting March
2024, weather permitting.

Any volunteers would need to be Garda vetted.

If anyone is interested or if you know anyone who might be interested please contact the pta at
pta@shellybanksetns.ie

Upcoming Events 

Thursday February 1st at 7:30pm: The National Parents Council are holding a Zoom talk for
Shellybanks with the topic of “Supporting parents to support their children’s mental health and
wellbeing".

Thursday February 8th at St. Matthew’s Hall: A speaker from Greystones will be there to talk
about their initiative to form a community pact around mobile phones in primary schools. Time of
meeting to be announced.

Thursday March 7th at 8pm: Join us for a "Parents Night Out" at O’Reillys of Sandymount to get to
know others in the Shellybanks community!

PTA News

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1kLmflDBbPTipxjs_MTEjU_-VN5kaQsWlDS61afZqfAxCsw/viewform?usp=sf_link

