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A Message from the Principal
November has been a very busy month for outdoor learning. Three classes took part in bulb planting in
Sandymount Green. This initiative was organised by DCC and parent Linda Coote. The children from
Third Class and Jamie’s Sixth Class had a great time weeding and sowing the bulbs and look forward to
seeing their work in full bloom next spring. Fiona and Beccy’s class went to the beach to learn about
plastic pollution. Merrion Cricket Club have been running sessions for some classes here in school and
the children have really enjoyed it. 

School Garden
That once neglected patch of grass at the back of the school has been transformed in the last year, first
with wonderful raised beds and benches and lately with a lovely splash of colour thanks to our hard-
working parent painters. To celebrate, there will be an official opening of the outdoor classroom on
Wednesday December 7th and children from all classes will visit the garden throughout the day. The
PTA will host a coffee morning. 

Voluntary contributions 
This is usually the month we ask for voluntary contributions. The Board of Management has decided to
push this back to February in light of the current economic climate. If you have already paid thank you. 

PTA 
Our new PTA is up and running. Thank you to Linda Coote who is our new chair. The PTA is an integral
part of life here in Shellybanks. We are very appreciative of the time the members volunteer and I am
looking forward to working with Linda and the team this school year. Fionnuala and Michael are our
teacher reps. 

Student Teachers 
You might notice some new faces around the school over the coming months. These are student
teachers from the training colleges. They usually teach a few lessons a day depending on their year of
training. The class teacher will be in contact with you if your child’s class has a student. 

Enjoy the bulletin

Aiveen Carr
Principal 
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Class News
Michael - 1st Class

A lot has happened this month in 1st class as we began a lot of our programmes. We have started our
Picker Pals programme and are excited to support this national programme. Using our Picker Pals
pack, the families in our class will use the pickers each weekend to pick up litter in our local areas near
our homes, record what they found in our reports, and show their communities that they care for the
environment. This programme promotes environmental awareness, and the changes that can occur in
our communities.

We have also been learning about endangered and extinct animals, food chains and the habitats they
lived in. We worked at creating a food chain display from different habitats, and examined how each
animal is dependent on each other. We wrote about different endangered animals and reasons why
animals become extinct.

We also started our Literacy Lift Off Programme this month. It is great to have our SET team join us for
the next few weeks to focus on our literacy skills. With these teachers in the classroom, we will be
focused on our targets and begin developing our literacy ability.
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We also created boats using lollipop sticks in Art and drew different planes. In History we discussed
how much different modes of transport have changed and we looked at the different changes we
could see. 

This month the children have all enjoyed having GAA on a Wednesday morning and they have been
working really hard on their GAA skills! 

Class News
Laoibhse - Senior Infants

November in Laoibhse’s Senior Infants was a very busy month as the children got to learn all about
different modes of transport. We explored the train station in Aistear and the children loved creating
and selling tickets in the role-play area, creating train routes in the drawing station, playing with the
tracks in the small world area and creating trains out of play-doh.

They had great fun visiting the book fair when it
came to the school and they loved exploring all
the different book titles that were on offer.
They are now looking forward to preparing for
the Winter show that will be coming up very
soon. 
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Winter break
School will close at the earlier time of 12pm on Wednesday December 21st. 
School Closed: Thursday December 22nd to Wednesday January 4th inclusive. 
School will reopen on Thursday January 5th.
If your family are going to be travelling and your child is going to miss school around this time, please
let your class teacher know.
The School Calendar is available on the school website

Bike Safety 
We are asking all cyclists to dismount once they enter the school gates from either side of the campus.
This is a preventive measure to reduce the chance of any accidents or collisions. We appreciate your
cooperation with this. 

Wedding Bells!
Huge congratulations to teacher Beth who got married during the mid-term
 break. We wish her and Dáire all the very best for the future.

Book Fair
There has been a wonderful buzz around the school this last week with lots of parents and children
visiting the Book Fair before and after school. Thank you to the parents who volunteer to help run the
Book Fair; events like these are a great way to spark interest in reading with the children and the funds
raised for the school are greatly appreciated!

Choir Performance
Children from the school choir will be performing at a festive event in Sandymount 
Community Centre on Sunday December 11th at 2pm. A big thank you to Rebecca 
who will be leading the singing on the day. Pop by and give them all a bualadh bos!

Homework
A reminder that as per our homework policy, teachers do not set formal homework during December
and June. Teachers may however recommend continuing certain activities, such as daily reading, during
this time.

School News

Winter Shows
We are delighted to welcome you all back to Winter Shows…. in person!
Performances will take place over two days on the 12th and 14th of
December. Your class teacher will be in touch with the exact date and
time.

https://www.shellybanksetns.ie/parents/school-calendar/
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School News
Outdoor Assemblies
It’s great to see you all at our whole school assemblies! Lisa’s Third Class will host our final outdoor
assembly of 2022 on Friday December 2nd on the theme of Democracy. 

Student Council
The Student Council met this month and had plenty to
say. As a group, the council discussed why new students
choose our school. We found out that a lot of students
enjoy our friendly, fun atmosphere and our different
themed weeks with lots of activities. We also discussed
different ideas and projects that the Student Council will
take up this year. But we won’t tell you all of our ideas
just yet! Watch this space!

Buddy Reading
For the past few weeks, Third Class and Junior Infants have been doing buddy reading every
Friday. Both classes are really enjoying reading the stories and having the opportunity to work
with children of different ages.
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School News

Thanksgiving
A Happy Thanksgiving to all of our families celebrating the
holiday at this time. Children in many classes have been
exploring the concept of gratitude and exploring links
between Ireland and the Americas. Did you know that in
1847, the Choctaw nation made a donation of $170 to
support famine relief in Ireland during the Great Famine?
This generosity of this gift, coming from a people who had
recently experienced their own serious hardship, was
officially recognised by the installation of a sculpture called
‘Kindred Spirits’ in Co. Cork in 2015 and the establishment
of a scholarship for Choctaw students to visit Ireland. 

Shellybanks ETNS Morning Club  
When: 8:00 am to 8:45 am (Monday to Friday)
Where: Downstairs in the main school building
Entrance: Through the fire exit doors on the Seafort Avenue side of the building
Cost: 5 euro per child per day
Payment: Cash, in an envelope with the child’s name (payment in advance for the month)
Request a place: Sign up by clicking on the link, December Google Form (Choose the days that
you would like to avail of the service) 
One off days: email morningclub@shellybanksetns.ie to book your place and bring the money on
the day
How: Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis
Who: Aileen, Fionnuala, Maura, Jen

Communion and Confirmation classes
For parents who wish for their children to take part in the Catholic sacraments of Communion and
Confirmation, there are shared classes with St. Matthew's National School which take place outside of
school time. These would be suitable for children in First and Second Class for Communion and Fifth
and Sixth Class for Confirmation. Email sandymountparish@eircom.net for further details.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Zp8w3qMGa0tWhEgaPfqszZ_LCmqQOvetu1NFD9IzILo/edit
mailto:sandymountparish@eircom.net
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taking place, Wednesday, 7th December. Going forward, monthly coffee mornings 
will take place on the last Wednesday of every month. For those new to the school, 
coffee mornings take place every month, under the canopy by the main entrance just 
after drop off. It’s a great way to meet others from our Shellybanks community so please drop by!! 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the Book Fair this year, it’s truly appreciated. Thank you
also to those who made purchases which will in turn support the school library.  

We are hoping to run a wellness evening for parents in the New Year. If you would be willing to give a
talk on a wellness topic or to facilitate a session such as yoga, relaxation etc. please contact us at
pta@shellybanksetns.ie

Shellybanks ETNS, Roslyn Park, Sandymount, Dublin 4, D04 F8P5

Phone; 087 966 7892

Email; info@shellybanksetns.ie

Website; www.shellybanksetns.ie
 

Facebook; @ShellybanksEducateTogether
 

Twitter; @ShellybanksET

 

PTA Update

Contact Us

Cycle Bus - A reporter from Newstalk came to interview members of the
cycle bus on Tuesday 22nd November. Well done to everyone who took part
especially those who spoke on camera. You can listen to the interview here.
Anyone interested in joining the bus or looking for more information can
contact 

On 16th November, some of the classes took part in bulb planting in             
 Sandymount green in conjunction with Dublin City Council.

https://open.spotify.com/episode/6zNm8E5XvSH8wfyg1x3nkn?si=_QJedd12QYSxfx_M-yZpCA&context=spotify%3Ashow%3A0y8xPREqFLAE77DGeNbrnX&nd=1

