
Hello everyone and welcome to our bulletin for March. 

 

We have been enjoying the fine weather this week and some classes have been

out on local trips. We have also started planning our school tours for the last

term- the first time in two years, so we are very excited! Over the coming months

we have lots planned. Our school fence project is coming along, we are working

on new signage for the school and hoping to develop our school garden. We are

also planning our first graduation for June. This will be a special day for 6th class

and their families.

 

We have had a number of new families join us over the past few weeks and we

anticipate that we will have some more families joining in the coming weeks. We

welcome you all to the Shellybanks ETNS community.

 

Please note that the school will also be closed on Friday 3rd June. This is

due to the extra bank holiday that was granted this year. 

 

Johanne
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL. 



 

We’ve had a busy and exciting month so far in Niamh’s Senior Infants.

Earlier this month we celebrated pancake Tuesday by sharing some delicious pancakes after a

long day of learning! That same week we dressed up for World Book day. The efforts were

incredible, but on the day first prize went to Francis for his costume. I think you’ll all agree that

he did a fantastic job only seeing from one eye all day, that’s dedication!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s Aistear theme is Space and the children have been really enjoying all the stations

and activities based around this. In role play, the students have been working in their space

station situated close to the moon where they have been communicating with earth using

different forms of technology just like you’d see in a real space station. We have been having

lots of fun recreating rockets, spaceships, astronauts’ outfits using junk art, playdough, Lego,

crepe paper, paper and lots of imagination. We loved learning about the first man to walk on

the moon and we discussed how Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin’s footprints will stay on the

moon for a million years. There is no erosion by wind or water on the moon because it has no

atmosphere and so they will be preserved for years to come. Fascinating!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For water week, we took a trip to the beach where we picked up litter. We discussed how

important it is that we care for our local beach as it provides us with so much in return and

above all else clean water is necessary for all living things. While we were there, we also had a

scavenger hunt and there was even time to play in the sand before we went back to school.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class News

 

Niamh's Senior Infants. 



 It’s been a busy month in Maria’s Third Class. At the start of the month, we were learning all

about the artist Van Gough. The children created their own impressions of ‘Starry Night’ and

‘Sunflowers’ using oil pastels and watercolours. They worked in pairs to create a project all

about Vincent Van Gough and were able to share all their learning at assembly. 

 
We have also been learning about time in maths and are getting really good at reading the

clock and telling both analogue and digital time. To help us with this, the children made their

own clocks and have been practicing using these. They have been working really hard and are

making great progress.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, we have been learning lots all about water and even made our own water filters. We

used a plastic bottle, cotton wool, sand, leaves and stones. The children collected some of these

materials in the yard themselves before building the water filters. We then tested them out and

could see how they removed all the dirt from the water to leave it clean. We really enjoyed

learning about water and are looking forward to our walk to the River Dodder next week.

 

 

Maria's Third Class. 



 

Last year the Green Schools Committee earned Shellybanks first ever Green Schools flag for the

theme of Litter and Waste. This year we are working towards earning another flag for Water.

World Water Day was on Tuesday 22nd March and so last week we celebrated Water Week

across the school. Classes learned all about water conservation, engaged in water themed

science experiments and raised awareness of water poverty around the world. Classes also have

the opportunity this month to take a trip to the beach or to the River Dodder to observe wildlife,

pick up litter and identify aspects and features of the area.

 

Calculate your family’s water footprint using this website https://www.watercalculator.org/.

Are there any ways that your family could use less water at home?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having evaluated our student numbers across the school for the next academic year, we will be

shuffling the current fourth clases and fifth classes to form two new fifth and two new sixth class

groups. These classes have changed and grown over the past number of years and we feel a

reconfiguration of these classes will greatly benefit the children. When we have reconfigured

classes previously we found that the new groupings were more evenly balanced in terms of age,

gender, learning needs etc. while also taking into account current friendships. These groups will be

decided in term 3 and we will consult with parents closer to the time. Children will also be part of

this process.

 

 

Water Week

School News

Class reconfiguration for current 4th & 5th
Classes.  

Book Fair.  

 

 
Thank you all so much for your support, the school now has €2631.38 worth of rewards with

Scholastic, this money will be used to purchase some novels/dictionaries/thesauruses/library

books.

Niall's Wedding.  
Huge congratulations to 4th class teacher Niall who got married last week. We wish Niall and

Cathal all the very best for the future.

 

https://www.watercalculator.org/


 

We will be having a special day of Friendship on April 4th. The children will be doing friendship

based stories, outdoor yard games and making t-shirts based on friendship. You will recall the

tragic death of one of our students, Luke Harper, last year. It is coming up to Luke’s first

anniversary and his class (Fionnuala’s 2nd class) will remember Luke on this day. 

 

 

Friendship Day. 

School Policies. 

We have been updating a number of policies recently including our Admission Policy and Code

of Behaviour. These will be uploaded to the website shortly. We welcome any feedback you may

have on these policies. 

 

 

 
 

After School Clubs.   

Please find the new timetable for the next round of clubs which will start after the spring break.

To secure a place for your child contact the staff member listed on each ad.

 

PTA Update. 
 

 School lunches - As a result of the interest shown for a school lunch service via the PTA survey

earlier this year, we have researched options and found a service to provide pre-packed lunches

which will be offered from next month! Full details of the offering available from

www.lunchbag.ie will be circulated shortly. 

 

 Tree Planting - We have been in contact with DCC Parks Department who would love to

engage with Shellybanks ETNS on a tree planting project. We will continue to liaise with them

which will hopefully allow our students to assist in planting trees and bulbs next Autumn in close

proximity to our school.

 

 Cycle Bus - As you will have seen in recent communication from the Cycle Bus committee, the

first cycle bus pilot route is going well! The initial pilot route is set along Park Avenue with the

initial pick up at the junction of St. Alban’s Park and Strand Road.

 

 Kitchen Table Quiz - Thanks to all who zoomed in for our Kitchen Table Quiz and a big thank

you to our host, Kalle Ryan, for making it such a fun night.

 

 PTA talks - Our first guest speaker, Dr. Rasha Sawaya, a Pediatric Emergency Doctor, will be

joining us Tuesday 29th March at 8:30pm. If you have any particular concerns you would like

addressed during the talk we would love to hear from you! Please drop us a mail at

pta@shellybanksetns.ie. The Zoom link for the talk will be circulated next week.

 

 Coffee mornings - Now that we have a little more freedom, we would love to kick off monthly

coffee mornings for all parents and caregivers to enjoy. The PTA will host you on the first Friday

of every month with our first morning falling on 1st April next month. Please come by for a

coffee/tea (& some treats!) at the school after drop off! 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JQ5faWoOhaDEtxLUXjtnZ5AbzfvArQ8CaxgtzCHBX6I/edit
http://www.lunchbag.ie/


Our mailing address is:
Shellybanks ETNS, Roslyn Park, Newgrove Avenue, Sandymount, Dublin 4

 
Phone: 087 9667892

Email: info@shellybanksetns.ie
Website: www.shellybanksetns.ie

 
Facebook: Shellybanks Educate Together NS

Twitter: @shellybankset

 


