
Welcome to our newsletter for April. We have just returned from Spring break and

are looking forward to the last school term. We are busy making plans for the 6th

class graduation, school tours, infant open days and for the next school year. 

Please take note of the following important dates. All meetings will take place in

the school.

 

 

Staff training for Primary Language Curriculum day:

Tue 17th May - school will finish at 12 noon

Fri 10th June - school will finish at 12 noon

 

Wed 4th May @ 7pm Meeting for current 4th class parents- class reconfiguration

 

Wed 4th May @ 8pm Meeting for current 5th class parents- class reconfiguration

 

Monday 16th May @ 7pm Meeting for incoming Junior infant parents

 

Wednesday 25th May @ 1.45pm Play session for incoming Junior infants

 

More details of these meetings will be shared at a later date

 

 

 

Johanne
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL. 



 

 

Junior Infants have had a very busy start back to school after our Spring Break. We displayed our

lovely daffodils which we made by printing with sponges before the break as we had been

learning all about Spring. We have now moved onto our new Aistear topic, The Farm! We are very

excited as we may even get to visit a farm and we will now be experts by the time we get there

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning all about the different homes that animals live in on the farm such as

stables, barns and coops. We also explored where our food comes from. Many of us thought the

chips came from McDonalds but now we know that chips are actually made from potatoes, many

of the foods we eat come from the farm such as milk, eggs and corn. We had a great time

experimenting with cream and made our own butter, it was tiring work as we had to shake and

shake the jar until the cream turned to butter. It was lots of fun. We also had lots of fun

discussing in our groups the different animals on the farm. We worked as teams to match the

baby animals with the parent animal.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our favourite time of the day is Aistear! We can hardly wait for it every day. We really enjoy

dressing up as animals in the barn for role play or milking cows in the barn, we also enjoy

preparing food in the farmhouse using the fresh produce from the barn using all of the new

vocabulary we have learned. During construction we have been discussing where best to build

the stables and the barn and how big the farmhouse should be, we have been working great as a

team. In small work we have been arranging the animals into different fields and barns and we

have used the tractors to transport many farm items. In our STEM station this month we have

been building fences for the animals on the farm using pegs and sticks, we are also using blocks

to build pens and barns for the animals and making sure the animals have enough straw.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of these busy days learning about the farm and being busy farmers ourselves, we love

to read a story. This month so far we have really enjoyed the stories Farmer Duck, Grandad’s

farm, A Squash and a Squeeze and Wake up Time on Bumble Farm. 

 

Class News

 

Aisling's Junior Infants. 



 We had an incredibly busy month in our class, so busy in fact we had to take that break in

between. In Michael’s class we celebrated a special day to remember our friends. We discussed

how friendships start, and what values we show to make them grow and become stronger. We

had lots of wonderful examples and characteristics as the class were able to draw upon their

own experiences. We were able to represent these values in our ‘Friendship Garden’ to remind

ourselves what friendship means to us.

 

 

 

We also got to celebrate the day with lots of fun and games. This was to show if we could put

these values into practice.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

We also celebrated Disability Awareness Week. We learnt about some challenges that people

face in everyday life and in sport from visible and invisible disabilities. It was a great week to

understand and acknowledge how people can adapt and overcome different challenges. We

played many games; blind football, picking fine objects with oven mitts, reading stories of

inspirational and successful people, and learnt some lámh signs too.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael's 2nd Class 

   



 

 

We will be in contact shortly with the Book and Resource payment link for the next academic

year. This will be due in May. More details to follow

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any parents know or think that their children may not be returning to Shellybanks in September,

please contact the school office. This information is vital to help us plan effectively and acquire

the appropriate teaching resources. We are due to offer places to children in Senior infants to 6th

class in the coming weeks so it is vital for us to have the accurate enrolment number.  

 

If these arrangements change again and your child is no longer leaving ,please make sure to keep

the office informed. 

 

 

Book and Resource payment. 

School News

School Leavers. 

School Tours.   

 

 
All classes will be going on school tours this term. Your class teacher will share details of these

tours shortly and a link will be sent for payment.

Learn Together.   
Happy Easter to those families who celebrated Easter over the Spring holiday and Eid Mubarak

to all of our families celebrating Eid Al-Fitr this week.

This term in Learn Together the Belief System we will be focusing on is Christianity. We will also

be learning about the theme of Ethics and the Environment. There are lots of opportunities for

learning on this theme in April, May and June with Earth Day, Fair Trade Day and World Ocean

Day to name but a few. If you have any particular interest or expertise in these areas please feel

free to contact your child’s class teacher.

 

Help for sports week.
The school will be holding a sport week from the 16th - 20th May. The children will get to

engage in lots of different sports and activities througout the week. We wanted to see if there

were any parents that teach or know of someone who teaches some form of dance (Zumba, hip

hop, etc). We would love to be able to offer this to the children and would love to get the

parents involved aswell. In addition, if there is any other sport activites that your teach please

let us know also and we will try to accomadate as best we can. 

We would be delighted to get the parents involved as much as posssible so please if you can

help us with this drop an email to Jonathan at jonathan@shellybanksetns.ie by Monday 9th May. 



 

Disability Awareness Week.
 

In the week before the Spring break Shellybanks celebrated our first Disability Awareness Week.

The purpose of the week was to raise awareness about a range of disabilities, both visible &

invisible, and to celebrate the contributions of some famous Irish & International personalities.

 

Throughout the week class teachers had access to a range of books borrowed from Dublin City

Library so that students at all age levels could develop their awareness of different disabilities.

Teachers also had access to a sensory box with a selection of activities designed to give a

better understanding of what it might mean to live with a disability. As part of their PE that

week classes had the opportunity to play blind football, watching a video of the Paralympic

sport in preparation & reflecting on how it felt to manage without one of their senses after the

activity. On the yard a sensory path was created for students to engage with during break time,

as well as some yard games to promote inclusive play.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eoin's class created and narrated an online book

 for the assembly on Friday featuring the biographies

 of some famous people with different abilities. 

The senior assembly also featured a pre-recorded 

message from Roderic O'Gorman, the current 

government Minister with responsibility for disability 

and integration. In his message he answered questions

 sent to him by students in 5th & 6th class, such as 'What inspired you to do your job?' and 'How

are you helping people with disabilities?'.

 

 

 
 

Water Week
At the end of March our school celebrated Water Week. During this week the classes raised

awareness about water conservation and water poverty around the world. Classes carried out

water experiments, took a trip to the river or the beach and learned all about the importance of

conserving water in our school and at home. On Friday, each class took part in a water race

which was a lot of fun! Teams had to carry water from one end of the yard to another without

wasting water. The Green Schools Committee is hoping that all of the children’s hard work will

earn us our next green schools flag.
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 Food Fair in support of Ukraine - We will be hosting a food fair in support of Ukraine on

Saturday, 14th May at the school. Full details will be circulated closer to the date.

 

 

 

 Guest speaker - Thanks to all who zoomed in for our guest speaker talk last month and a big

thank you to our guest speaker, Dr. Rasha Sawaya. If you missed the talk and would like a copy

of the recording please drop us an email at pta@shellybanksetns.ie. 

 

 

 

Our next Guest Speaker, Tania Bosqui, Assistant Professor in Global Health, Public Health &

Primary Care in the Psychology department in Trinity, will join us on Tuesday 3rd May, at 8.30 pm

for a talk on Child Mental Health & Well-being.

 

 

 

 Coffee mornings - Thanks to all who joined for our first coffee morning last month. Our next

coffee morning will be held on Thursday, 5th May. Please come by for a coffee/tea (& some

treats!) at the school after drop off! 

 

 

 

School Photos - The school photos will be taking place this year on Friday, 6th May

 

PTA Update. 


