
Hi everyone. 

The new school garden and mural were a very welcome sight for our first
day back this term. A massive thank-you to parents Beth and Hilary who
put hours of effort into the garden. We are delighted to have such a
beautiful space for the children to enjoy and learn about. If anyone else
would like to get involved in future garden initiatives please contact the
PTA. 

The school mural designed by artist Violet Dempsey is the product of
planning and preparation over the last two years by Fionnuala and the
children. After lots of consultation for their ideas the children wanted
something which was fun and colourful to look at and it has certainly
filled this criteria! We love it. Here is a video taken by the artist of the
painting process. The funding for the mural came from the Creative
Schools initiative and we thank Blaithin Quinn, our creative associate for
guiding us through it all. 

Our website has had an update and is now mobile friendly. We have
information on the curriculum, our initiatives and lots more. Don’t forget
to follow us on social media for school news and announcements.

Also, cricket will start this week for some of the classes in line with the
easing of restrictions for underage sport. 

Finally, please let us know if your children will be leaving Shellybanks at
the end of this school year as this helps with class allocations. 

Aiveen 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CwFTTPvDAXtNOIFZG70eVBHNuCc7Pe0q/view
https://shellybanksetns.ie/


First class had been very busy before the Spring break. We had been
learning all about the weather. We celebrated World Water Day on the
22nd of March. We learned all about the water cycle and made our own
water cycles. We did an experiment to test what materials are
waterproof. 

We have been learning all about lines and patterns in art. We practiced
drawing patterns using different shapes and lines. We designed owls
using lots of different patterns we created ourselves. 

Before the Easter break, Second class were busy making tutorial videos using
Adobe Spark on how to use the different types of punctuation. In maths, we
carried out a maths trail around the school looking at maths in our environment.
We also completed a 75 question Irish Super Quiz to recap the key vocab from
throughout the year. In Art we looked at comic strip art and created our very own
comics. As part of our persuasive writing genre in English, the children put
together a class book persuading the reader that they should get a pet. This was
done by collaborating using Book Creator. 

    

Á i n e ' s  S e c o n d  C l a s s  U p d a t e

Eoin's Second class update. 

Class News.



 

The Shellybanks Community Garden took root over spring break with
over 100 seedlings, bulbs and plants donated by school families. The
garden includes a colourful flower bed featuring primrose and violets,
among others; a rockery with sedum and heather; a fragrant herb garden
featuring thyme, chives, mint and lemon balm (a crowd favourite!) and
more; and an emerging fruit and vegetable area that includes strawberries,
cabbage, raspberries and rhubarb.
 
Dream catchers were donated by a community artist and rocks painted by
the children during lockdown were repurposed to add colour and positive
vibes to the space. 

A rainwater collection system is being installed and DIY watering cans are
available for the children to care for their plants as needed. 
 
Recognising this new prime real estate in the heart of Sandymount
Village, local fairies were quick to move in, creating a magical
neighbourhood amongst the greenery. (We’ve been told that the fairies
moved in next to plants that bear their names—Rosemary, Heather and
Daisy.) The fairies also built bug hotels to welcome their six-legged and
winged friends to help with pollinating duties.
 
Over the coming months, the children will enjoy learning about
biodiversity, growing their own food and the responsibility of caring for a
garden. We look forward to seeing how the garden, and children, grow! 

 

News from School

School Garden 



A massive thank you for all the support during this fundraiser, as I
understand it wasn’t the easiest process this year. If some of your books

have not arrived yet we are still waiting for more books to be delivered, as
soon as they arrive we will give them to the children. €2999.67 was spent
at the book fair so we get 60% of this. This money will be used to buy new

library books for each classroom and set up a new library for 6th Class.
We would like to sincerely thank Martin (3rd Class teacher) for organising

all the order forms and Vasso (parent) for organising all the books.

 
Closed April 30th, May 3rd and 4th. Re-open May 5th. 

Closed June 4th, 7th, 8th. Re-open June 9th. 

 

Book Fair. 

Term 3 Bank Holiday reminders

Meet the Mayor

 

3rd-5th Class will be Zooming Lord Mayor Hazel Chu later this term for a
chat. We are looking forward to learning about the role of Lord Mayor!

Thanks to parent Michael for organising this. 

During the Easter Break we saw the school yard get something of a facelift in the
form of a beautiful school mural. This mural is representative of the school but
also includes aspects of the wider community. The mural features elements of
the sea and our surrounding skyline. Earlier in the year each class had a zoom

session with the Artist Violet Dempsey. During these sessions the children were
asked to think about and discuss the word ‘Shellybanks’ and come up with words,
pictures and symbols that they associated with our school. Each child designed a

mural of their own and these images were shared with the artist. Violet took
elements from each of the children’s works and merged them together to create
this special piece, exclusively for Shellybanks. This wonderful piece of artwork
also includes a blackboard at the far end to allow the children of Shellybanks to

create their own masterpieces. A special thanks to the Creative Schools team
(Fionnuala and Naosan) for their hard work over the last two years on this

project.

School Mural 



Our mailing address is:
Shellybanks ETNS, Roslyn Park, Newgrove Avenue, Sandymout, Dublin 4

 
Phone: 087 9667892

Email: info@shellybanksetns.ie
Website: www.shellybanksetns.ie

 
Facebook: Shellybanks Educate Together NS

Twitter: @shellybankset

This term we'll be studying Sikhism and Ethics and the Environment. If
you have experience with any of the topics and would like to share your
knowledge please contact us. Best wishes to all of those families
celebrating important events over the next few weeks! 

 

Learn Together. 

Seafort After School 

Seafort After School offers an hour club service for Junior Infants and
Senior Infants on the grounds of the school from 13.15 to 14.25.
We also offer full day after school care in a relaxed and friendly

environment from 13.15 to 17.50.
Part time options are available. For further details please contact Edel at

087 2413737 or email ulla@gmsd4.com.

"In community news, Stars of the Sea are a group of novice sea dippers
who swim off the South Wall, near the Poolbeg chimneys. They include a

few members of the Shellybanks ETNS community, past and present,
including the PTA's own Gillian. They recently performed the popular

Jerusalema Dance (this can be viewed on their go fund me page
https://gofund.me/cb2cf808 ) in the hopes of raising money for Aware, a
charity which provides support for anyone experiencing Depression or

Bi-Polar disorder. And at the time of writing they are only a stone's throw
from their €9000 goal!"

Community News. 

mailto:ulla@gmsd4.com
https://gofund.me/cb2cf808

